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San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 


Main Offices, Fresno, California 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


Wm. G. Kerckhoff, Los Angeles. 8 Ben R. Meyer, Los Angeles. 
A. C. Balch, Los Angeles. A. G. Wishon, Fresno. 
L. M. Farnham, Los Angeles. 


EXECUTIVE DIVISION. 
Wm. G. Kerckhoff, President, Los Angeles. A. Emory Wishon, General Manager, Fresno. 
A. O. Balch, Vice-President, Los Angeles. E. P. Smith, Assistant to General Manager on Organi- 


Ben R. Meyer, Vice-President, Los Angeles. zation Control, Fresno. ; 
A. G. Wishon, Vice-President and Managing Director, CL. J. Moore, Assistant to General Manager, Executive 
Engineer, Fresno. 


Fresno. 
5 š Emmet N. Britton, Assistant to General Manager on 
L. M. Farnham, Vice-President and Secretary, Los Public Relations; Fresno. 
Angeles. Gaskell S. Jacobs, Consulting Engineer, Fresno. 
A. E. Peat, Treasurer and Comptroller, Los Angeles. J. M. Buswell, General Inspector, Fresno. 
LEGAL DIVISION. 
Murray Bourne, General Counsel, Fresno. F. H. Pearson, Attorney, Fresno. 
FINANCE DIVISION. 
W. E. Durfey, Assistant Secretary, Fresno. A. B. Carpenter, Auditor, Fresno, 
M. S. Babcock, Assistant Secretary, Fresno. V. R. Frazee, Assistant Auditor, Fresno. 
مم‎ $. Walthall, Job and Estimate Department, Fresno. 
SUPPLIES DIVISION. 
D. P. Mason, Manager, Fresno. S. B. Patterson, General Storekeeper. Fresno. 
S. E. Hickman, Assistant Purchasing Agent, Fresno. J. Wainscoat, Assistant Manager Transportation, Fresno, 
OPERATING DIVISION. 7 
E. A. Quinn, General Superintendent, Fresno. F. R. Banks, Superintendent Northern Division, Fresno. 
E. J. Crawford, Assistant, Fresno. D. D. Smalley, Superintendent Coast Division, Santa 
H. D. Nesbit, Superintendent Southern Division, 1 Maria. 
Bakersfield. ١ 
SERVICE DIVISION. 
M. F. Newlin, Manager Commercial Department, Fresno. Al. C. Joy, Manager Publicity Department, Fresno 
C. M. McCardle. Right-of-Way Agent. Fresno. A. M. Frost. Manager of Sales, Fresno. 
J. B. Carter, Agricultural Sales Engineer. C. B. Merrick, Industrial Sales Engineer. 


F. A. Easton, Stock Sales Manager. 
PERSONNEL DIVISION. 
R. J. Baker, Manager, Fresno. Dr. Chas, E. Mordoff, Chief Surgeon, Fresno. 
RESEARCH DIVISION. 
Lloyd Henley, Manager, Fresno. 
POWER DEVELOPMENT DIVISION. 
R. C. Starr, Construction Engineer, Fresno. L. L. Ellis, Assistant Construction Superintendent, 
H. K. Fox, Construction Superintendent, Fresno. Frseno. 
š POWER HOUSES. 
Elmer Gates, Superintendent Crane Valley District, F. a McGeorge, Superintendent Tule River, Spring- 
North Fork. ville. 
W. W. Goldsworthy, Superintendent Kerckhoff, Auberry. W. A. McDougall, Superintendent Kern Canyon, Edison, 
Kern County. 
STEAM PLANTS. 
A. Y. Meudell, Superintendent Bakersfield and Midway. Wm. McElligott, Chief Engineer Betteravia. 


DISTRICT MANAGERS. 
San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation. 


D. L. Wishon, Bakersfield. Thos. Hancock, Los Banos. 
A. R. Theile, Assistant, Bakersfield. F. V. Boller, Madera. 

F. C. Carroll, Corcoran, Raleigh Casad, Merced. 

H. G. Redfern, Dinuba. F. G. Stahl, San Joaquin. 
P. B. Wilson, Fresno. J. H. Jarnagin, Selma. 

J. E. Barrett, Assistant, Fresno. a. A. Kommers, Taft. 


E. C. Van Buren, Jr., Cashier, Fresno. 


Midland Counties Public Service Corporation. 
W. E. Whittington, Coalinga. Chas. J. Kelly, Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo. 
A. D. Church, Santa Maria. 
SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES. 
V. L. Mickelberry, Superintendent, Bakersfield & Kern O. B. Jackson. Superintendent, Fresno City Water 


Electric Railway, Bukersfield. Corporation, Fresno. 
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Fresno’s Electrical Home Exhibited 


Thousands Visit Beautiful Wonder Home in Sierra Vista Where the 
Only Servant Is Kid Kilowatt 


HE California Electrical Co-opera- 
tive Campaign exhibited a complete- 
ly equipped electrical home in the 
Sierra Vista tract at Fresno from April 
12 to April 29 that attracted more than 
fifteen thousand visitors, and developed a 
keen interest in the electrical home idea. 

The house is of Spanish and Italian 
type of architecture, in terra cotta color 
with blue trimmings. It contains seven 
rooms, arranged for convenience and com- 
fort, and tastefully furnished to show mod- 
ern home designing at its best. 

The appearance of the electrical home 
is very much the same as any well built 
home. There is nothing freakish about it. 
The electrical advantages become evident 
immediately when the home is occupied. 
The first favorable impression received in 
an electrical home comes from the light- 
ing. The possibilities of the luminaire in 
home decoration are becoming more evi- 
dent as artists create new designs and man- 
ufacturers develop new ideas for conveni- 
ence and comfort in lighting,—for there 
is a real comfort in good lighting. It 
should neither be too strong nor too dim. 
It should be conserved—not wasted use- 
lessly. The proper lighting of a home can 
have much to do with the homelike feel- 
ing so desirable in well designed homes. 

The Sierra Vista electrical home is well 
lighted The fixtures, or luminaires, are 
selected with artistic care, harmonizing 
with the decorations and , color scheme 
wherever placed. All lamps are covered 
with suitable shades or bowls to diffuse 
or soften the light, while portable lamps 
are conveniently placed, producing won- 
derful lighting effects. Lighting in the 
bathroom, kitchen, and laundry is designed 
to give the highest efficiency for the pur- 
pose. In the bathroom a lamp is placed 
over the mirror in addition to the regular 
ceiling light. The kitchen is lighted with 
a lamp in the center of the room and a 
wall lamp over the sink. The breakfast 
nook is lighted by a lamp of suitable size 
covered with a decorated shade. Lights 
in the closets and pantries and lamps con- 
veniently placed on the walls in the bed- 
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rooms providing light for dressing tables 
wherever placed, are conveniences that 
every homekeeper will appreciate. 

While many homes are well lighted, and 
good lighting is an essential feature of the 
electrical home, the real electrical home 
is distinguished by the conveniene service 
outlets placed in every room to make pos- 
sible the use of the many devices designed 
for home comforts and home helps. The 
Sierra Vista home is well equipped with 
convenience outlets for heating and other 
appliances. A heavy voltage line in addi- 
tion to the regular lighting line, extends 
throughout the house to which heating de- 
vices may be connected. 

Let us make a personally conducted tour 
through the Sierra Vista electrical home 


+ جد‎ re 


On the back porch is located the fuse panel where 
electrical troubles are easily corrected. The hot water 
tank is well concealed yet centrally located just off 
the screen porch. 
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and note the many details that go to make 
1t. 

A handsome bronze lamp at the right of 
the front doorway is the first electrical ef- 
fect that greets us as we enter the house. 
The reception hall is lighted from an ar- 
tistic luminaire suspended from the center. 
In one corner of the reception hall is a 
double convenience outlet where a phono- 
graph may be connected, leaving an outlet 
for the vacuum cleaner. The living room 
is entered through a wide archway har- 
monizing with the vaulted ceilings in the 
living and dining rooms. In the living 
room are six candle-type wall brackets. 
Switches at both entrances to this recor 
control the wall lamps. Four double sock- 
et or “duplex” outlets are placed at con- 
venient points about the room to which 
may be attached the player piano, portable 
lamps, fans, vacuum cleaners, or other ap- 
pliances. A heavy voltage outlet is in one 
corner of this room and another in the fire- 
place for heavy duty air heaters. There 
is no center lamp or luminaire in this 
room. The arrangement of the floor 
lamps and table lamp, and the color effects 
of the artistic shades give this room a 
very cozy atmosphere. 

Another arched door connects the liv- 
ing room with the dining room. A hand- 
some luminaire in the center of the dining 
room blends well with the Swedish putty 
finish of the walls. This is the only per- 
manent lighting in the dining room. A 
convenience outlet in the center of the 
room provides a means for connecting din- 
ing table electrical cooking devices without 
extending a cord across the room. The 
cord passes under the table to a multiple 
outlet block on the table to which may 
be attached the toaster, grill, waffle iron, 


percolator, samovar, or extra table lamp 


if desired. Another duplex convenience 
outlet is at the end of the buffet, which 
extends full width across the south side 
of the dining room. Here may be used 
the chafing dish, coffee percolator, fan, 
lamp, or the vacuum cleaner may be 
plugged in, or any other electrical appli- 
ance attached. A heavy voltage outlet in a 
convenient corner is for heating the air in 
the room. 

The hallway connecting the three bed- 
rooms and bathroom is lighted by a center 
ceiling lamp controlled by two switches 
conveniently located. The two north bed- 
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rooms have each four wall bracket lamps 
of the candle type, and in each are two 
duplex outlets and one heavy voltage out- 
let for heating. 

In the back center of the house is a room 
that may be used as a bedroom or handy 
room. It is lighted with a center lamp and 
a wall bracket over the window nook. A 
service outlet for conveniences is in the 
center of the floor and another in the 
south wall. A heavy voltage outlet is 
placed near the large window for heat- 
ing. 

In the kitchen, convenience outlets are 
placed handy for the electric range, and 
duplex outlets for operating the mixer, the 
food grinder, the dish washer, the fan, or 
other appliances that enter into an electric- 
al kitchen. An exhaust fan is placed in 
the hood over the range to discharge smoke 
and odors. In the breakfast nook a duplex 
socket is placed conveniently for the toast- 
er, the percolator, the grill, or other table 
appliances. 

The laundry on the screen porch is 
equipped with two sets of duplex sockets 
and a heavy duty socket. These outlets 
are enough for the washer, ironer, flat iron, 
fan, or heater, as required. In a small 
servant’s toilet off the laundry is placed 
the hot water tank operating off the high 
voltage line. The service fuse box is lo- 
cated on the screen porch and is easily ac- 
cessable for any electrical trouble. The 
meter box is built into the garage, acces- 
sible from the outside, so that the meter 
reader need not enter the home. 

The garage is well lighted and equip- 
ped with a service outlet for operating an 
electric drill, air heater, or for any other 
use. 

The Sierra Vista electrical home is the 
result of co-operation between the elec- 
trical contractor dealers of Fresno, Bill- 
ings & Meyering, realtors; L. M. Barker 
Co., furniture; Sherman, Clay & Co., 
pianos; MacRorie-McLaren Co., land- 
scape gardeners, San Francisco; and L. S. 
Cobb & Co., Maxwell dealers. The home 
was designed by N. H. Fisher, architect. 


Furniture can be wired without being 
marred in the least. Wired furniture is 
simply another way to bring electric out- 
lets nearer the hand—nearer to where 
they are actually used. 
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Three electrical apartment buildings constructed by Nels N. Nelson. 


NELS NELSON IS BOOSTER 
FOR ELECTRICAL HOMES 


One of the most consistent boosters for 
electrical homes in the San Joaquin Valley 
is Nels N. Nelson, contractor and builder 
of Fresno. Nelson has built thirty houses 
and four apartment buildings having 18 
apartments during the past three years, all 
of which are electrical. 

Three of the Nelson apartments on 
North Van Ness, are well equipped with 
electric ranges, hot water heaters, air heat- 
ers and convenience outlets in each room. 

A feature of one of the apartment build- 
ings is a roof garden where parties and 
dances may be held by the guests and 
friends. A radio set supplies music for the 
parties. 


WAIST-HIGH OUTLETS ARE 
HANDY IN MANY PLACES 


It does not occur to most women that 
the electric outlets in their home can be 
installed waist-high. In many cases they 
would prefer that they be placed this way, 
whenever they will not mar the appear- 
ance of the room. Convenient places for 
waist-high receptacles, for example, are: 

In the hall or living room, for connect- 
ing the vacuum cleaner, so that she will 
not have to stoop. 

Beside the serving table in the dining 
room. 

In the breakfast nook. 

Beside the table in the kitchen, or over 
the working space. 

Beside the bed. 

In the bathroom. 

Beside the tea-table in the living room. 
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CORRECT MAIL ADDRESSES 
OF STOCKHOLDERS DESIRED 


Below is a list of stockholders whose 
mail has been returned because of not hav- 
ing the proper address: 

Guido Clerico, Carlton Cafe, Shanghai, China. 

0 0 Curren, 201 West 14th St., Los Angeles, 
alif. 
9 Frank I. Gillings, C/o C. S. McCandless, Hemet, 
alif. 

T. J. Kelly, P. O. Box 146, San Joaquin, Calif. 

Mrs. O. R. Love, Route A, Box 99, Parlier, Calif. 

Howard Riddle McCall, 
Calif. 

Christos Pantelis, Box 734, Bakersfield, Calif. 

0 Chas M. Phillips, O/o Bank of Italy, Los Angeles, 
alif. 

Miss Marie E. Shea, C/o Delta Tel. & Tel. Co., 
Courtland, Calif. 

Theodore P. Suttles, P. O. Box 1128, Sacramento, 
Calif. 

Mrs. Frances B. Williams, 3621 Pacific Ave., Berke- 
ley, Calif. 

Mrs. Emma Grimaud, 4314 So. Western Ave., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


The correct addresses of any of the above 
persons sent to the Secretary’s .office of 
the San Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 
tion, 950 South Broadway, Los Angeles, 
California, will be appreciated. 


General Delivery, Fresno, 


In REPLY 

A young man with a pretty but flirta- 
tious fiance wrote to a supposed rival. 
“Ive been told that you have been seen 
kissing my girl. Come to my office at 
eleven on Friday. I want to have this 
matter out.” The rival answered, “I’ve 
received a copy of your circular letter 
and will be present at the meeting.” 
Argonaut. 


A red light or a buzzer installed at 
the top of the cellar stairs so that it oper- 
ates in circuit with the cellar lights will 
remind one to turn off the cellar lights 
on the way up stairs. 


FORNIA 


a dn Auto, 

vpreg 841018 8010124 əy, 11215121410 1145-10-1 

OY} up 318941 190111 Əy} 03141132 paoiop pue 901111 sor 
‘urt? peqəseq 4səq OY} PUY IPN OlUM™—Mo[ag 

“Japan prs 3119 Ysyury 

ay} ye 0001 ayy qunysip 01 20131131 80104 5-5 
Aq 3081 SINS IANH II SULA UOUSIM 8111117[)--0077 


*gpuooəs 445193 

ur əlod 3111 poqur[o 311 'Əwvys ur əp!Q S[o1 
-ainbs 2111 I[ë8 epeul suey uvur&'[—wo[əgq 

‘Kese XDOmb nq 4131178 834011 put 

sməu ay} 8393 uəg qq ‘mef 9,8112150 ueg 
40J yeuse e 871915 mop 7م30‎ 


"sa1 

AJ, sn Way} 031291 oym "91018211106 ayy 0} ‘arise 

doquy AAI 34010 quq) «AAMA IPER, JO saoua 
-Hədxə Jo ]]31 1271398 Alita ue pus ,'D 'V,—o|əq 

«DNL, B pə[[e9 sr 41110 € 10 puy 

SIQ) HEAEH U د88"‎ XAWƏQ yya 0012181011132 
pus ə[q) E papraoid yno peaids saadedsman—vao0qy 


"011012134 ANV LSY334 AO TINA SVA ١111112110112 LV OINDId LOLULSIG TUL JHL 


Google 


APRIL, 1923 


TRI-DISTRICT PICNIC AT 
CHOWCHILLA HELD APRIL 29 


About 250 employees and members of 
their families from Merced, Madera, and 
Los Banos Districts, were present at the 
tri-district picnic held April 29 on the 
banks of the Chowchilla river, three miles 
from Minturn. 

The festivities opened with the setting 
of a large pole and raising an American 
flag and a San Joaquin banner. An an- 
tennae wire for radio was connected with 
a set kindly loaned for the occasion by C. L. 
Coddington, of Chowchilla. The sports 
began at once with boxing bouts, tug-of- 
war, pole climbing, and races. After a 
lunch of “hot dogs,” potato salad, cake, ice 
cream, and coffee, a baseball game was 
played between Madera and Merced. 

The boxing bouts were all draws, as no 
decision would have been accepted short of 
a coroner’s verdict. None of the contest- 
ants went to the undertaker, so there were 
no winners. In the pole climbing contest 
Lyman Harris, of Madera, made the best 
time, doing the climb in 8 seconds. Ben 
Catching of Madera was defeated by O. 
M. Patton of Los Banos in the District 
Foreman’s pole climb. R. J. Baker, head 
of the Personnel Division of Fresno won 
the amateur pole climbing contest requiring 
so much time that the time, keeper’s watch 
stopped, making an accurate record of the 
time impossible. 

The three legged running race was won 
by Frank Lyon, of Madera, and Joe Mel- 
low, of Los Banos. In the little girls’ 
race Martha Wishon, daughter of A. 
Emory Wishon was first, and in the little 
boys’ race Glenn Casad, son of District 
Manager Raleigh Casad of Madera, came 
in first. The tug-of-war in both the men’s 
and women’s contests, was won by Los 
Banos and Merced, pulling against Madera 
and Fresno. The baseball game was won 
by Madera 10 to 5. 

Everybody voted the affair a huge suc- 
cess, and there is every indication that the 
affair will be repeated as an annual event. 


The single center ceiling fixture in most 
kitchens leaves the range and sink dark. 
A sidewall light over the sink and another 
over the range will speed up work, save 
china breakage, and prevent food spoil- 
age in cooking. 
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THE “GRAND STAND” READY FOR THE BASEBALL GAME. A MORE BEAUTIFUL SETTING WOULD HAVE BEEN HARD TO FIND. 


San Luts Obispo County Delegation 
Visits Kerckhoff Development 


Chamber of Commerce Boosters From Coast County Make Tour of 
Valley Inspecting Wonder Places. 


CARAVAN of 56 automobiles 
A carrying 145 visitors conducted by 

the Chamber of Commerce of San 
Luis Obispo County, arrived in Fresno 
Friday evening, April 27 for a trip 
through the country and to Kerckhoff 
Dam and Power House Saturday, April 
28. 

The party left San Luis Obispo Thurs- 
day morning, crossing the Coast Range by 
Cholame lateral, arriving in Bakersfield 
in the afternoon. The Bakersfield Com- 
mercial Club entertained the visitors at 
the Bakersfield Club during the evening 
with a banquet and welcome that made a 
very favorable impression on the visitors 
and did much toward cementing the ties 
of friendship between. Bakersfield and the 
coast county. 

From Bakersfield the caravan proceed- 
ed to Shafter and Delano in Kern county 
where it was given a hearty reception, and 
then conducted on a tour through the rich 
agricultural sections surrounding these cit- 
ies. From Delano the caravan took the 
foothill route to Porterville, Lindsay 
Strathmore, Exeter, Visalia and Hanford 
where reception committees from the vari- 
ous Chambers of Commerce gave the visi- 
tors a welcome. A side trip to Lemoore 
in the evening proved very enjoyable to 
more than fifty of the party who accepted 
the Lemoore invitation. ‘The caravan ar- 


rived in Fresno at 9:30 o’clock on schedule 
time, and proceeded to hotels where reser- 
vations had been arranged. 

At 8:30 o'clock Saturday morning the 
caravan formed on H Street and proceed- 
ed to the Sun-Maid Growers main packing 
plant for a tour of inspection. The pack- 
ing and processing of raisins proved very 
interesting to the visitors who spent an 
hour going over the great plant under the 
courteous guidance of attendants. From 
the packing plant the visitors were conduct- 
ed through the city of Fresno and through 
some of the vineyards and orchards in the 
Clovis district to Kerckhoff Power house 
by way of Friant. After a delight- 
ful drive through the hills the party ar- 
rived at the Kerckhoff Power House at 
12:30 where a delightful box lunch with 
hot coffee awaited them under the tall 
jack pines near the warehouse. As soon as 
lunch was over, the visitors were taken 
down the incline railway to the power house 
where the mystery of making kilowatts was 
explained by Superintendent W. W. Golds- 
worthy. The plant and grounds were 
spotlessly clean and the order and efficiency 
of the organization made a very favorable 
impression on the visitors. From the 
Power House the caravan took a turn 
around the’ camp for a view of the new 
operators’ cottages. These new buildings 


amid surroundings of tall pines, oaks and 


Luncheon is served under the jack pines to 150 San Luis Obispo visitors at Kerckhoff Power House. 
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At the incline railway ready for the trip down into the canyon to the power house. 


formal garden, presented a very beautiful 
picture as the machines swung around the 
well-paved roadway. 

The visitors were then conducted to the 
head of the incline above Kerckhoff Dam 
where the machines were parked on the 
edge of the canyon and the trip made to 
the dam over the incline cable railway 
3,500 feet in length. The trip was greatly 
enjoyed as the water spilling over the 
dam formed a great cascade that roared 
as it was dashed into a spray in the fall 
of over 100 feet. A few minutes at the 
dam and the party proceeded to Fresno 
where all were reported in at 7:00 o’clock, 
without mishaps of any kind during the 
entire trip. Everyone expressed surprise 
and delight over the trip to Kerckhoff. 
The excellent condition of the roads, the 
beautiful scenery, and the hospitality of 
San Joaquin Power employees brought 
forth many favorable comments. 

During the evening a short meeting was 
held in the Commercial Club rooms where 
matters of interest to the valley and coast 
communities were discussed informally with 
representatives of the Fresno Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Features brought out by the caravan 
were the need for more and better high- 
ways between the Valley and the Sea, a 
railway, and the delightful vacation cli- 
mate and many points of interest of the 
coast. 

A mixed sextette from the Polytechnic 
School entertained the visitors and meet- 
ings wherever opportunity offered with 
some very snappy numbers. 

The caravan was under the direction 
of Chas. J. Kelly, District Manager of 
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San Luis Obispo and Paso Robles, and the 
Fresno entertainment was handled for 
Fresno County Chamber of Commerce by 
A. M. Frost, sales manager at Fresno, as- 
sisted by a committee composed of M. E. 
Newlin, Jack Carter, Norman Eichelberg- 


er, M. R. Loehse, C. B. Merrick, J. 


Wainscoat, and S. W. Green. 


TWO LIVE WIRES. 


Left—Chas. J. Kelly, District Manager of the San 
Luis Obispo District; Right—A. M. (Jack) Frost, 
Sales Manager, and his son, Kenneth. 
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Five floors of San Joaquin Power Office Building are poured April 30. 


CEMENT WORK ON NEW 
BUILDING IS GOING IN 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 

The concrete work upon the new 10- 
story office building of San Joaquin Power 
is progressing somewhat ahead of schedule 
time, and should be completed during the 
next five weeks, according to an announce- 
ment made April 30, by R. F. Felchlin, 
architect and builder. 

Approximately 3,500 cubic yards of con- 
crete had been poured into the forms of 
the new building on April 30, and Felch- 
lin estimates that within five weeks, the 
entire concrete frame will have been com- 
pleted and ready for the bricklayers and 
inside finishers. The inside finishing will 
be started about July 15, and should be 
completed, and the building ready for oc- 
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cupancy by November 1. The outside 
lighting fixtures, and the large San Joaquin 
Power sign, which will make the new home 
of San Joaquin Power the most brilliantly 
lighted building on the coast, will be in- 
stalled about October 15. 

Felchlin estimates that approximately 
200 carloads of rock, cement and sand 
costing $60,000 will be used in the con- 
struction of the building. An average of 
13⁄4 carloads of concrete is poured each 
day. About twenty carloads of reinforc- 
ing steel will be used in the forms of the 
building, and approximately 120,000 feet 
of lumber will be used in constructing 
these forms. Approximately 2500 tons of 
gravel and sand are kept in reserve on the 
sidings of the Southern Pacific Company 
at Fresno. 


Economical Receiving Set Designed 
By R. C. DENNY, 
Operating Engineer San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 


O numerous have been the inquiries 
S from employees concerning a practi- 

cal low-priced radio receiving set, that 
the radio department decided to develop 
one that would meet those requirements. 
It is quite possible to have a good reliable 
set and enjoy the many fine concerts broad- 
cast from far and near at a very moderate 
price. 

The Valley Electrical Supply Co. very 
kindly loaned the instruments used in the 
experiments carried on by R. C. Denny, 
required to develop the set here described. 
The set finally evolved after considerable 
experimenting, employs the single circuit 
tuner in a regenerative “hookup.” ‘Tuning 
is accomplished by two variables, a con- 
denser and variometer, which are very sim- 
ple in their adjustments. 

The following list of apparatus is nec- 
essary for the construction of the set: 


1—8”x16” Bakelite Panel 1— Variable Grid Leak 

1— Variometer and Dial, and Condenser, 

1—Variable Vernier Con- 1—Pair Western Electric 
denser and Dial, Headphones 


Aerial. 


1—Vernier Rheostat. 
1— Westinghouse W D-11 
1—22% Volt “B” 


Tube 
1—Socket for above tube. tery 

This comprises a complete detector tuner 
unit, to which amplifiers may be added 
later if desired; however, the detector is 
capable of picking up, on a single wire 
aerial of 175 foot length, concerts from 
many Pacific Coast broadcasting stations 
and even those from Salt Lake City. The 
set of parts totals in the neighborhood of 
$47.00, mounted òn the panel all ready to 
wire up; or they may be purchased sep- 
arately and connected us as per the dia- 
gram herewith. 

The layout illustrated, is as viewed from 
the front of panel. Care should be used 
to get the polarity of the batteries correct. 
The “B” battery is marked P. and N., posi- 
tive and negative. The dry battery ter- 
minals are not marked, however; the out- 
side terminal or the zinc cover is negative 
while the center or carbon element is posi- 
tive. The detector tube filament should 
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turn to a dull red; do not put over 7 
volts on it, which is the voltage of one new 
dry cell. 

To tune in a concert, bring the filament 
up to a dull red heat by adjusting the rheo- 
stat, then set the variable condenser at 
about 25 on the dial. “Turn the variometer 
around slowly until the signals from some 
broadcasting station are heard. “There 
may be several positions of variometer and 
variable condenser where the same station 
may be heard, but there will be one partic- 
ular position where it will be heard best. 
This can only be determined by experiment, 
as no two aerials have the same character- 
istics. Use the vernier devices on the rheo- 
stat and variable condenser for getting very 
fine adjustments. “he variable grid leak 
must be adjusted also for best results only 
to be determined by experiment. Keep a 
chart of the dial settings for different sta- 
tions you hear to facilitate finding them 
again. 


ELECTRIC TRUCKS SHOW BIG 
SAVING IN OPERATING COSTS 
The performance of the electric trucks 

operating in and around Fresno is being 
watched with keen interest by concerns 
having transportation problems coming 
within the radius of electrics. A recent 
analysis of comparative costs of operating 
electric trucks in San Joaquin Power ser- 
vice, made through the office of the execu- 
tive engineer, discloses some figures that are 
very interesting at this time. 

The study set up on a comparative basis 
shows the cost of power per mile as com- 
pared with the cost of gasoline and oil 
used by gas cars of the same capacity. 


Capacity Electric Gas 
Truck No. 1, %-ton 1.73c per mile 2.20c per mile 
Truck No. 2, 1-ton 2.636 “ » Se SS 
Truck No. 3, 2-ton 8.27c t “ 9:91¢, s.“ 
Truck No, 4, 2-ton 8.47c “ ۴ GLIE, s 


This study is made from carefully kept 
costs for one month for the electrics and 
from our records of gas cars extending 
over a period of several years. 

It is the opinion of the engineering de- 
partment that the future operating costs of 
the electrics will be lower than is shown 
by the records of the first month. 


Your guests, who are unfamiliar with 
your rooms, will appreciate push-button 
switches near the door in each room, al- 
though you may not feel that you need 
them for your own convenience. 
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LARGEST MOVIE SET IS 
: BUILDING AT GUADALUPE 

The Famous Players-Lasky Corporation 
has started work on a gigantic set for a 
Biblical picture to be produced under the 
direction of Cecil DeMille on the ocean- 
front 12 miles west of Santa Maria. Ma- 
terials for the work arrived on the ground 
recently at Guadalupe, the nearest town. 
It is said that the set will be the largest 
ever built requiring an army of carpenters, 
designers and painters twenty-four days to 
complete. 

A tent city camp for 2400 people has 
been erected and photographing will begin 
about June 1. Four miles of paved road 
must be built, water piped and a four- 
mile power line constructed to supply 
the temporary city. A load of 100 kilo- 
watts will be used in the production which 
will have many novel electrical features. 
The electricity is supplied by the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation. 


DRILLING WITH FEET 
IS IMPROVED METHOD 


Frank Irwin, road foreman on the 
Kings River Project, invented a brace 
to be attached to an air drill by means of 
which the operator may drive a hole near 
the base of the bench without bending 
over the drill in an uncomfortable posi- 
tion. In fact, the lower holes are the 
most popular ones with the drillers now 
because he may sit on a board and do 
his drilling by simply placing both feet 
on the cross-arm brace invented by Irwin. 

This method of drilling is more rapid 
than by means of holding the drill against 
the breast. 


Frank Irwin demonstrating his foot brace on air drills 
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Foster Curry's Lebec Lodge Jazz Hounds give “KMJ” radio fans a treat. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER RADIO 
PROGRAMS WELL RECEIVED 


Letters of appreciation for entertain- 
ment broadcasted by “KMJ”, are being 
received from far and near, and all speak 
highly of the clearness and sustained char- 
acter of the radio sent out by the San Joa- 
quin Power set. 

The programs every Tuesday evening 
have been of a high order, being contribut- 
ed by the best musical talent in Fresno and 
the San Joaquin Valley. A recent pro- 
gram put on by Curry’s Lebec Lodge Or- 
chestra brought forth many favorable com- 
ments, also requests for a return perform- 
ance. The program consisted of “March 
of the Wooden Soldier,” “Rose of the Rio 
Grande,” “Why Did You?”, Steel Guitar 
Solo, “Farewell Blues’, “Other Lips”, 
“Tiger Rag”, “Without You”, and “Stack 
O’Lee”. The orcestra of five pieces blend- 
ed well the saxophone parts especially 
carrying clear and strong. 

On April 17, the Harmonizers of Vi- 
salia consisting of six pieces gave a very 
much appreciated program of popular mu- 
sic, while on April 10 the orchestra from 
the Fresno State College entertained the 
radio fans of San Joaquin Power. 

` A group of entertainers from the San 
Joaquin Power Club minstrel show put 
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on the program Tuesday, May 1 with 
good effect. The numbers were well ren- 
dered and future programs will be ar- 
ranged from employees of San Joaquin 
Power. 

During the automobile races Raisin Day 
the position of the cars was reported by 
telephone to the broadcasting station KMJ 
and sent out direct from the track. No 
relay was necessary, the telephone being 
connected direct to the set by a special 
wire through an arrangement with the Pa- 
cific Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
Reports from all over the valley state that 
every word was audible during the entire 
race, the roar of the machines being heard 
as they sped past the telephone. It was 
noticeable that there was no hum, the 
broadcasting having improved very mate- 
rially. 

The reports of the races were picked up 
in valley towns, and within a very few 
minutes after the race, bulletins were post- 
ed giving the returns long before the news 
came through the regular news wires. 


Four lights outside the house that can 
be turned on from the inside, are good 
burglar insurance, and have the additional 
possibilities of lighting the yard and gar- 
den for night work, when necessary. 


Fred Averill, Greeter at Kerckhoff 
Thousands of Visitors Who See Kerckhoff Dam Each Year Are Met by 
Quaint Character at the Incline. 


ALIFORNIA is famous for her 
greeters, probably because California 
is the haven for so many visitors that 

greeting becomes a habit with us. The lat- 
est candidates is Fred Averill, caretaker of 
Kerckhoff Dam. 

Fred is host to hundreds of visitors at the 
dam every week. He meets the car at 
the bottom of the incline railway, assists 
the ladies to alight and waves the visitor 
to the register so he may know the names. 
He invites you to have a drink—of pure 
water—and directs you to the dam. At 
the dam he calls attention to the large 
fountain spray caused by the stream strik- 
ing the rocks in the bed of the river. A 
gate is raised or lowered to properly con- 
trol the stream, and off he hurries to greet 
another load of visitors or wave farewell 
to the departing load. 

If you are a friend Fred will show you 
his cats, his chickens, a monster rattlesnake 
skin, and his new home under the hill. In 
the wild setting, the cats are reverting to 
their primitive shyness and are hard to 
find on days when crowds come down the 
incline. But they know Fred’s call and 
are glad to see him, when the crowds are 
gone and the place resumes its peaceful 
deserted state. Chickens are a gamble 
with Fred. The weasels keep him guessing 
just how many hens are present until he 
calls the roll every evening. But he con- 
tinues to hatch chickens in hope of raising 
more than the weasels can destroy or in 
the expectation that he will find a breed 
that is weasel proof. 

The Averill home under the hill is very 
picturesque. “Rather a strange place to 
select for a residence,” you may remark, 
when the house is pointed out to you. It 
looks somewhat crowded up against the 
rocky canyon walls, but there is no other 
site that would be near to the dam, the 
control gates, and the incline railway. And 
after all, Fred is at the Kerckhoff Dam to 
regulate the water according to the re- 
quirements of the operating division, of 
which he is a part. So the residence of 
the tender was tucked away on a narrow 
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Fred Averill, extending the glad hand. 


Say convenient for the duties of the ten- 
er. 

Spring and early summer are the most 
delightful seasons to visit Kerckhoff dam. 
The water is usually spilling over the dam 
in thunderous cascades forming a water 
fall of rare beauty. The incline railway 
is operated during the spring months while 
the water is spilling over the dam. 

The road to Kerckhoff Dam and Power 
House is in excellent condition at this 
season of the year. The distance is about 
40 miles from Fresno by way of Clovis, 
then by way of the Auberry road through 
Auberry. 


The Dam Tender’s Home Under the Hill. 


“JY hen Voltage is Low, Please Tell us About 1t.” 


Engineering Department is constantly on watch for weak power, and 
appreciates reports of low voltage. 


By L. J. Moore, Executive Engineer, San Joaquin Power 


s HAT is wrong with an electric 
toaster when it does not get hot 
enough to toast bread ?” 

I was asked the 

above question by a 

neighbor some time 

ago. I asked for 

more detail before I 

replied because such 

trouble might be 
caused by a number 
of things. It devel- 
oped that the toaster 
was a new one pur- 
chased by a friend 
of my neighbor from 

a Fresno electrical 

supply house at 


7 
whose store the toaster had heated up 


J. MOORF. 


perfectly. However, when the purchaser 
took it home and tried to make toast for 
breakfast the next morning it failed to 
perform. I then surmised that no doubt 
the Power Company’s transformer supply- 
ing the neighborhood was overloaded. I 
suggested that the Complaint Department 
of the Power Company be notified and an 
investigation be requested. This was done 
with the result that a badly overloaded 
transformer was found. The Power Com- 
pany installed a larger one at once and 
no more trouble was experienced. 

An electrical distribution system is simi- 
lar to a water system in many ways. The 
electricity flowing through the wires and 
transformers meets resistance to its flow 
almost exactly similar to the friction en- 
countered by water flowing in pipes. In 
a water system, if too many houses are 
connected to a given pipe line, the flow 
of water is so great that the friction in 
the pipe lowers the pressure so much that 
unsatisfactory service results to all users 
connected to it. If in an electrical system 
too many toasters, irons, or lamps are con- 
nected to a given transformer poor service 
results. 

The San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration has connected to its system 20,764 
distribution transformers. As careful a 


Google 


record of the load on these transformers 
as possible is kept. There is on file in 
the office of the Company a card for each 
one on which is recorded all available data 


. on connected load. Load tests are made 
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as often as deemed advisable to locate over- 
loaded transformers. It is difficult to 
keep this record up to date because it takes 
considerable time to get around to test each 
transformer and because consumers are 
always adding new load. New toasters, 
flat irons, lamps, fans, small heaters, etc., 
are purchased. ‘These appliances are all 
small and can be connected to ordinary 
lamp sockets and, therefore, the Power 
Company is not notified that additional 
load is put on. The result is that trans- 
formers are often overloaded and poor ser- 
vice occurs in localities without the Power 
Company knowing anything about it. 

The Power Company maintains a Com- 
plaint or Trouble Department with “‘trou- 
ble shooters” on hand at almost all hours. 
This service is maintained expressly to 
locate localities of poor service and remedy 
them. They also replace blown fuses and 
often investigate the cause of the blow out. 
However, as in the case cited at the be- 
ginning of this article, they usually do not 
know about the trouble unless the consum- 
ers in trouble notify them. The prompt 
reporting of consumers’ troubles is a great 
aid to the Company in its endeavor to give 
satisfactory service. 

If your lights are dim, or if your ap- 
pliances do not operate satisfactorily, or 
if your power is off, call your district of- 
fice of the Power Company and tell the 
Complaint Department. 


MARRIED AND SINGLE 
Pop (to his bright infant)—‘What’s 
wrong?” 
Son (twelve years old)—“I had a ter- 


rible scene with your wife.” —Cap and 
Bells. 


It’s a wise public that knows its own 
business. 


THE SIERRA VISTA ELECTRICAL HOME EXHIBITED AT FRESNO APRIL 1: 


Above—A convenience outlet in the center of the dining room brings Above—Soft tones dominate ب‎ 
to the hostess the use of table appliances with the minimum of extension is from six candle type wall b 
cord. A duplex outlet on the buffet brings into convenient operation the venience outlets supply the plae 
fan, percolator, chafing-dish, lamp, or other devices. A heating outlet SOP اس‎ ceetiical kitebe. 
is near the baseboard, in an out-of-the-way corner. greatest possibility for labo 

Below—The laundry on the screen porch is designed to save steps. range is an exhaust fan, while - 
The ironer is heated and driven electrically while water for the electric cool weather where electricity 
washer also is heated electrically. A disappearing ironing board has a 0 


š 2 z ience outlets provide means for ; 
convenience outlet just to the right of the board for hand ironing. washer, or other kitchen conver: 
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12 TO 29 IS A MODEL OF MODFRN HOME DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION. 


the living room. The illumination 
wrackets and portable lamps. Con- 
yer piano, the vacuum cleaner, fan, 


ten is sanitary and provides the 
-saving conveniences, Above the 
the air heater is necessary during 
is used in the kitchen. Conven- 
١ attaching the mixer, grinder, dish- 
niences, 
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Above—In the bedroom the convenience of electricity is appreciated 
most. The heating pad, the milk warmer, the fan, the curling iron, the 
vibrator, the violet ray, are all bedroom conveniences that distinguish the 
electrical home. The Sierra Vista home is complete with all bedroom 
comfort conveniences, and four wall brackets for convenient illumination. 

Below—In the breakfast nook electricity is a convenience and time- 
saver that greatly assists in starting the day with joyful promptness. 
The handy toaster, grill, percolator, and waffle iron lend a happy air to 
the first meal of the day when prepared and served on the table. 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF C 
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KEEP YOUR MONEY AT WORK— 
GIVE IT A STEADY JOB 


This is the story of a man who after 
hard years of toil and trouble awoke one 
day to find he was broke, at least that his 
entire monetary possessions totalled just 
$250. 

He had a good position and lots of nerve 
and energy left. But here he was, ap- 
proaching the meridian of life with noth- 
ing to show for all his years of labor. He 
craved a competency for the future, for 
that inevitable afternoon of life when his 
earning power would wane and he might 
not have a good position. How could he 
get it? How could he fortify himself 
against this noxious nightmare that haunts 
many a man? Even a man on a good 
salary has his limitations; he can put away 
each month only so much and no more. 
At least such were the thoughts now rack- 
ing his mind. 

He went to a banker he knew well and 
stood well with, and sought advice. 

“Borrow and invest,” said the banker. 

“But I haven’t the credit,” said the man. 

The banker showed him in a very sub- 
stantial and convincing manner that he 
had. He took the banker’s advice, also 
a first loan. He followed the banker’s di- 
rection in placing the proceeds of this loan. 

It just so happened that our friend be- 
gan to invest in public utility securities 
and he has kept it up for these years—six 
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or seven. He is today one of the best stu- 


. dents of the public utility investment mar- 


ket. He has proven to be a most ac- 
curate analyst in the selection of his se- 
curities and he is able at this time to 
count his capital well up in the five figures. 
He has one of the most interesting assort- 
ments of utility securities one could easily 
find and he hasn’t a dead issue; nothing 
that does not earn. And he has always 
been a conservative investor, too. 

He is in the full beam of the meridian 
of life now. The sun tilts a wee muckle 
to the leeward side of the horizon and 
glows with just a bit less vigor than it 
did on the fateful day he found his pile 
down to $250. But he isn’t worried. 
He has changed his job for a better one. 
He is still systematically picking out the 
live ones among the public utility stocks and 
bonds and some short term notes and clip- 
ping, clipping, clipping with a smile on his 
face and a “g-r-r-and and gloree-us feel- 
ing” in his mind and heart. He’s ready 
for that old afternoon of life whenever she 
comes. 

System in selection and saving! Sound 
utility securities! That's the combination 
that has saved him and it will do rela- 
tively the same for anybody else who goes 
at it as this man has gone and still is go- 
ing. He got a good job for his money— 
he made it work for him. 


THE BRICK REGILDED 

Such obvious swindling schemes as sell- 
ing gold bricks or “green goods” long ago 
passed into the discard of confidence games. 
The men who used them were crude op- 
erators in a crude age. But the swindlers 
are still with us, more crafty, more plausible 
than ever, and their victims are more num- 
erous and seemingly more gullible than 
ever. The wisdom that has come to us is 
only a veneer. We laugh in derisive glee at 
the tale of Farmer Hicks, who bought a 
gold brick; and in our own turn fall for the 
clever salesmanship of a master “con” man 
who brings us the same old brick wrapped 
up in a new dress. 

Many warnings have been sounded late- 
ly against the buying of stocks concerning 
whose legitimate value there is any ques- 
tion whatever. Mankind’s cupidity, the de- 
sire to get something for nothing, or next 
to nothing, is the keynote of the swindling 


APRIL, 1923 


stock salesman’s success. Immediate re- 
turns of fabulous proportions are promised, 
and the inexperienced, hearing in the sales- 
man’s siren song the accompaniment of 
crinkling greenbacks, turn from the safe 
investment right at their own door step 
and send their money marching hopelessly 
to the brave music of a distant drum. 

If you have dollars lying idle, invest 
them. But before you invest ask your 
banker if the investment is safe. Your 
banker, your reputable bond houses, your 
public utilities will offer you opportunity 
to invest. But the investment they offer 
you will not pay you more than six or 
seven or occasionally eight per cent. If it 
promises more, beware of it. 


DIVIDENDS ON PREFERRED 
STOCKS ORDERED PAID 


Dividend No. 11 of $1.75 per share 
on the Prior Preferred Stock and Dividend 
No. 34 of $1.50 per share on the Pre- 
ferred Stock was declared May 3, at a 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 
The dividends will be paid June 15 to all 
stockholders of record May 31, 1923. 
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CHEAPEST “RAIN MAKER” IS 
FARM PUMPING PLANT 
Rain-making is a futile undertaking, ac- 
cording to the Weather Bureau of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 
It is true that in the laboratory a small 
amount of moisture can be precipitated by 
the use of special equipment.. But to pro- 
duce one inch of rainfall over one acre, 
approximately 113 tons of moisture would 
have to be drawn up into the air and then 
precipitated. There are 640 acres in a 
square mile, for which 72,320 tons of mois- 
ture would be required. Yet a square mile 
would be scarcely a dot in the center of any 
section where drought occurs and rain- 
making would be desirable. Billions of 
horsepower are represented in the cloud 
that spreads over the house-tops; and even 
if some artificial means were found to cause 
rainfall, only a small amount of precipita- 
tion could result. However, from time 
to time various schemes are advanced to 
make rain and control atmospheric condi- 
tions. These efforts are useless says the 
Weather Man. 


. Don’t do your wiring with lamp cord 
in your home. It is unsightly and unsafe. 


Electricity Is Woman's Emancipator 


HEN Benjamin Franklin tied a 

key to a kite and sent it up in a 

storm, he advanced civilization 500 
years. 

Minus electrical devices for the office 
and electrical appliances for the home, 
more than half the time of the business 
man and the housewife would be lost. 
For the housekeeper of today has made elec- 
tricity her obedient servant, and thereby 
gained countless hours for self-improve- 
ment, for rest and recreation. 

This saving begins from the moment 
she rises until she goes to bed at night. 

The coffee, usually prepared the night 
before, is set to “perking” in the percolator 
by the turn of a button. While it is be- 
ing made into a delicious beverage for the 
breakfast table, she dresses. An electric 
toaster on the table solves the problem of 
tasty, crumbly, golden brown toast. With 
her electric stove she can also fry eggs or 
a chop or broil a bit of ham. Or she may 
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boil eggs or poach them, cook the family 
oatmeal or a hundred and one other things 
—all of which may be cooking as the first 
course of the meal is eaten. 

Dinner can be prepared on the electric 
stove, tea can be prepared, and anything 
from a light lunch to a full-grown meal 
prepared on short notice by the use of 
electricity. No gas, no coal, no wood, no 


_briquets to dirty the hands and ruin the 


nails, are involved. i 

In the afternoon the woman of the 
house can spend a half hour sewing on 
an electric machine and have the rest of 
the day to herself, as she is well able to 
do five times as much work with these 
labor-saving devices as she could by the 
old out-of-date methods. 

This means she may practice her music, 
go calling, do some shopping, attend a club 
meeting, visit with her friends or anything 
which may require time that otherwise 
would not be at her disposal. 
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STOCK SALES CAMPAIGN 
IS AGAIN UNDER WAY 

The sale of San Joaquin Power Seven 
Per Cent Prior Preferred Stock was re- 
sumed April 27 after four weeks’ suspen- 
sion of sales effort during the drive of the 
Sun-Maid Raisin Growers to sell $2,500,- 
000 stock for the refinancing of the raisin 
industry. 

At the time the sale of San Joaquin 
Power stock was temporarily suspended, 
the campaign had progressed less than three 
weeks, yet in that three weeks a very cred- 
itable showing was made. The employees 
of the organization subscribed 98 per cent 
within ten days after opening the sale of 
stock to employees. The district quotas 
began piling up until it looked as though 
another month would see several districts 
with their entire allotments sold. Three 
districts,—Coalinga, San Joaquin and Ma- 
dera,—had enough of their quotas sold to 
assure the district managers of the dis- 
tricts a trip to the Pacific Coast Electric 
Light Association Convention to be held 
in San Francisco in June. 

The three highest salesmen were F. V. 
Boller, Madera, 17 new subscribers; W. 
F. Tyler, Bakersfield, 13 new subscribers; 
and A. Y. Meudell, Bakersfield, 10 new 
subscribers. 

The sale of stock is again active and 
some new records are looked for during 
the next three or four weeks. After dis- 
trict managers have been selected to attend 
the P. C. E. L. A. Convention, Frank A. 
Easton, Manager of Stock Sales, has some 
interesting inducements for the livest sales- 
men, that will sharpen up competition. 
These announcements will be made in the 
Stock Sales Bulletin. 


MESSAGE FROM GENERAL MANAGER 


The following message from the General 
Manager was issued April 27 and carries 
some very inspiring thoughts for those who 
hold in high regard the best interests of 
the Company and the industry: 

“Our offering of Seven Per Cent Prior 
Preferred Stock to the employees of this 
Company was made Saturday, March 10. 
On ‘Tuesday, March 20, 98 per cent of 
the employees of this Company had sub- 
scribed to this stock. 

“Any company with 98 per cent of its 
employees as stockholders and partners in 
the business has an organization and a fu- 
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ture that justify the confidence of the con- 
sumer and the investor. 

“Any man knowing the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation and its possi- 
bilities, who is a stockholder and partner 
in this business can sell the Prior Preferred 
Stock of this Company. 

“San Joaquin Power Prior Preferred 
Stock is an investment that can be recom- 
mended to our closest friends. And what 
is better than to have our friends and con- 
sumers as partners in our business? 

“The sale to the public is again opened 
April 27—the day following Raisin Day. 
Get on your toes. We are off the mark 
at daybreak, Friday, April 27.—A. Emory 
Wishon, General Manager.” 


REX C. STARR—ENGINEER 


In the passing of Rex C. Starr, the en- 
gineering profession and the entire San 
Joaquin Valley suffers a distinct loss. 
Through his unflagging effort and organ- 
izing genius he placed his mark indelibly 
upon the great engineering construction 
records of this time. Very few men under 
40 can point to monuments such as stand 
as a tribute to the genius of Rex C. Starr. 

he very nature of his passing supplies 
the key to his achievements. Toil, ceaseless 
toil to the breaking point. While of a 
sturdy nature, he overestimated his strength 
—and collapsed under the terrific load he 
was carrying. He could design a dam that 
would stand the stress, or build a column 
as enduring as the hills, but he had no 
formula for estimating his own powers,— 
nor did he give any thought to conserva- 
tion of them. He drove his mind to the 
breaking point, and that he classed mind 
with stone and steel,—that he believed a 
failure of mental powers is to be compared 
with the failure of the materials with 
which he worked, is to be understood and 
forgiven. 

His life was one of absolute lines and 
levels, and that his brain faltered for a 
short respite, that it should deviate for a 
fraction of a second and lag in the cease. 
less urge he had set as his pace, was some- 
thing he could not understand. It apalled 
him, just as he would have been appalled 
at the failure of one of his works. His 
only mistake—that of measuring mind by 
the same formulas he used in measuring 
matter—he paid for with his life. 


San Joaquin Power Engineer Passes 


Rex C. Starr, Chief of Construction Division, and Head of Merced 
Irrigation District, Deeply Mourned by Countless Friends. 


HE entire organization of the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 
tion was plunged into deepest grief 

on May 8th by the passing of Rex C. Starr, 
chief construction engineer of the company, 
who died by his own hand near Planada, 
Merced County. He was employed at 
the time as chief engineer and administra- 
tive head of the Merced Irrigation Dis- 
trict. 

Possessed of a rare personality that com- 
bined the qualities of inspiring leadership 
and individual efficiency with untiring and 
enthusiastic energy, Mr. Starr was one 
of the outstanding men of his profession 
on the Pacific Coast. His untimely death 
is as sincerely mourned by those who knew 
him merely in a social way as by those who 
knew him through business contact. 

Apparently in the best of health and 
spirits up to the very day of his passing, 
he was in reality suffering from over- 
wrought nerves, the result of worry and 
overwork. Under the terrific strain the 
even balance of his mind gave way. 

He left a long letter, in which he ex- 
plained his deed in these words: 

“I have come to the breaking point. My 
mind refuses to function; I can’t think. 
It is the easiest way out.” 

Aside from a beautiful tribute to his 
family the letter was devoted chiefly to 
business affairs. It was testimony that 
Mr. Starr’s thoughts in the moments when 
he stood face to face with the hereafter, 
were as clean and orderly as they had been 
through all the years of his busy life. The 
tragedy was the result of an overworked 
mind and an obsession which momentarily 
mastered it. 

Rex C. Starr graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1907 and engaged 
in construction work in Detroit until he 
came West in 1909. For some time he 
was associated with Stone & Webster in 
Seattle, holding the position of resident 
engineer on the construction of the 10 
thousand kilowatt power project at Sno- 
qualmie Falls, Washington, and later on 
the White river development of the Puget 
Sound Traction, Light and Power com- 
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REX C. STARR. 
From snapshot photo made in 1921. 


pany, where the most powerful high head 
turbine in the world was installed. 

Starr acted as assistant superintendent 
of construction on the Big Creek project 
of the Southern California Edison com- 
pany, and later he held the position of hy- 
draulic engineer with the Pacific Light 
and Power corporation and the Southern 
California Edison company, which involved 
the completion of the 160 thousand volt 
Big Creek transmission line and the rais- 
ing of the Lake Huntington dam, where 
all concrete pouring records were broken. 
Another brief interval of work with Stone 
& Webster as superintendent of construc- 
tion in charge of other important work in 
the northwest, Starr accepted in April, 
1919, a position as chief engineer with the 
San Joaquin Light and Power corporation, 
where he directed the Kerckhoff and Kern 
Canyon power projects, and later completed 
plans for the Kings river development pro- 
ject. 

On January 4, 1922, he was selected as 
chief engineer on the Merced Irrigation 
district project, although he continued to 
hold his position as consulting engineer 
with the San Joaquin Light and Power 
corporation. It was while directing this 
project that Starr met his death. 


Among the District Reporters 


“Just like a letter from home.” Little news notes and gossip gathered 
here and there. 


BAKERSFIELD 
Joun Ware, Chairman Publicity Com- 
mittee 

The stock selling campaign for the 
Raisin Association has been the subject 
of greatest interest with us for the past 
few weeks. Bakersfield reached her quota 
of the sales the forth day, but due to the 
less fortunate state of her twin sister, 
Fresno, we have kept up the drive helping 
them bring up their quota. 

C. T. Copper is relieving Liston Powell 
at the Steam Plant Office. 

Earnest Bright has been added to our 
list of meter readers. 

Scotty Mayberry is back with our com- 
pany after about one year leave of absence 
during which time he took up farming as 
a vacation. Scotty says, “Farming is easy 
work but I miss that semi-monthly pay 
check.” 

In a recent telephone conversation, one 
of the officials of Fresno Office was com- 
plaining bitterly about the hot weather in 
Fresno, and asked if we could not frame up 
some excuse for him to come to Bakers- 
field if only for one day, so that he 
might cool off and enjoy the gentle zephyrs 
that we are so accustomed to. Nothing 
doing, Ernest Newlin. You won't come 
down in the winter, and now you shant 
come in the summer. 

Clarence Hughett was down last month 
with the full intention of spending several 
days, but went back before his visit was 
out, completely disgusted and complained 
that we fellows down here don’t do any- 
thing. but work. 

Frank Tarpley, our Store Keeper, who 
is always on the job, especially in trying 
to put more kilowatts on the line is now 
circulating a petition for a constitutional 
amendment to go on the ballot at the 
next General Election, whereby the 
State can no longer execute the death pen- 
alty by hanging but must do it electrically. 

At a recent meeting of the Welfare As- 
sociation it was unanimously decided that 
no more misters would exist in our organ- 
ization, that it would be Dave, Art, John, 
etc., in the future, and that any one violat- 
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ing such order would be subject to a fine 
of 25c or two hours overtime without pay, 
or both. Any of you fellows coming this 
way want to look out, and if you feel too 
important to be called by your first name, 
then you had better stay away. 

Liston Powell for several years in 
charge of the Steam Plant Office has been 
transferred to the commercial department. 
He is going to assist Art Theile in trans- 
forming more sage brush into kilowatt 
consuming farms and vineyards. 

Lou Johnston is back on the job again 
after three days vacation in Taft reading 
graphic meters. 

At the welfare meeting of April 16th, a 
very interesting and hotly contestant de- 
bate was pulled off. The subject being 
“Electricity vs. Gas—Resolved, that Elec- 
tricity Is More Economical, Efficient, San- 
itary, and Less Hazardous Than Gas.” 
Jim Kastle and Lawrence DeCourcey tak- 
ing the affirmative. Bill Tyler and Asa 
Meudell the negative. The debate was 
hard fought from start to finish. Each 
side bringing out points of great value to 
all of us. The judges failed to reach an 
agreement on the winner, so declared the 
contest a tie. 

Fireman O. H. Graves has a son who 
was operated on for appendicitis and has 
been very low for a few days but is get- 
ting along now as well as can be expected. 

The new pole yard at the Bakersfield 
Steam Plant is now completed and being 
put to use. It is very conveniently arrang- 
ed and greatly facilitates the handling of 
poles. The yard besides having a spur 
track is equipped with a crane dipping vat 
for treating poles with creosote. 

Work his being started on our new 
warehouse on the property just east of the 
Steam Plant. The building is to be of 
reinforced concrete, 44 feet wide by 196 
feet in length. When completed all stock 
in the Stores Department now located in 
the main building at 20th and H Streets 
will be moved into it. 

If you want a thing long enough and 
hard enough you are sure to get it. That 
is what we are doing about our new of- 
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fice, that is to be, and we know we are 
going to get it. Patience always brings 
success and we are going to wait patient- 


Saturday night May 12, has been set 
apart by the K. V. A. Club as the night 
for the final dance of the season. This is 
going to be the biggest affair during the 
entire season. They are preparing to take 
care of a crowd of fully 500 people and 
expect every district on the entire system 
to be represented. Come, if possible, and 
don't worry about the room, for it is to be 
at the Woman's Club New Hall which 
has a capacity of 1000 people. 

Due to the resignation of Claytie Ulman 
from the Publicity Department it has been 
reorganized with Zelma Sledge general re- 
porter and the following committee ap- 
pointed: John Ware, Chairman, Gene Mc- 
Clain, Consumers and Garage; Chloris 
Bender, Stores, Gas and Retail; Bess John- 
son, Electrical Department; Glenn Clark, 
Bakersfield Steam Plant; Mrs. E. Clark, 
Midway Steam Plant; Mrs. W. A. Mc- 
Dougall, Kern Canyon; Walter Shaul, 
B. & K. Railway; Stanley Dodds, Wasco. 


STORES DEPARTMENT 


Spring and the glorious month of April 
have arrived and incidentally brought with 
them the yearly inventory of supplies. 
Mart E. Leonard is proving a splendid 
substitute during the absence of Charles 
Rawlins of Fresno, who heretofore has 
always had charge of this work. Mart 
is batting full average on the job which 
includes Bakersfield, Wasco, Buttonwillow 
and Kern Canyon. 

Eva Smith is receiving much admiration 
as the “Heroine of Wall Street.” During 
the recent stock drive Miss Smith acquired 
another enthusiastic supporter of San Joa- 
quin stock by selling him nine thousand 
dollars worth of shares. We are now 
anxiously waiting for April 27 at which 
time Miss Smith will enter the campaign 
with renewed energy, as she has just re- 
turned from an enjoyable vacation passed 
at her attractive bungalow at Palo Alto. 

Johnnie Beeson during the last few 
months has acquired fame as a bowler, re- 
garded as a possible champion of the San 
Joaquin valley. Though only slightly 
more than one hundred pounds in weight 
every ounce of his lithe body is filled with 
courage, tenacity and bloodthirstiness when 
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he reaches the foul line in a match game. 
Whatever Johnnie pursues he generally 
captures and sooner or later his opponents 
succumb to his persistence. So far he is 
an unconquered bowler—here’s to you 
Johnnie—we are awaiting developments. 


SALES 


Lee Williams who has been with us 
for the last four years has resigned to ac- 
cept a more lucrative position in Oildale. 

So far we claim the pennant for the 
highest percentage in the quota assigned 
our department for stock sales. April 
twenty-seventh will be a big day for us— 
watch us cop the 100% banner. 


DEPARTMENT 


GAS DEPARTMENT 


Walter Keller is a busy and energetic 
farmer these days on his ranch at Oildale. 
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Apparatus used in testing towers records side pull 
comparable to wind strain, also vertical strain produced 
by the wegiht of the cable and lateral strain from the 
pull of the line. Towers are pulled until they col- 
lapse at a straining point much greater than they will 
be expected to support under actual conditions. 

Type of tower to be used on the new line from Pie- 
dra to Balch Camp. 
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Grapevines, berries and fruit trees have 
been planted to his acreage recently and his 
gasoline pump is going strong on the over- 
time as there are no “power lines” in this 
district. Say Walt, what’s the matter 
with new business? 

Clarence Montieth is now a constant 
visitor during his leisure hours in the 
mountains seeking with his rod and tackle 
trout, pure air and “glimpses of the moon.” 
The reason—a new sport model Hupmo- 


bile. 
DISTRICT MANAGER’S OFFICE 


Claytie Ulman secretary to D. L. 
Wishon for the last year and a half has 
resigned her position and left Bakersfield 
to make her home in Glendale. She was 
our district reporter, and corresponding 
secretary for the K. V. A. club. We will 
all miss Claytie as she took an active part 
in all our K. V. A. affairs, and could 
always furnish the “jazz” for our dances. 

On the evening of April 6th, the young 
ladies of this district entertained Claytic 
Ulman with a card party, at the home of 
Chloris Bender. After two hours of pro- 
gressive whist prizes were awarded. Dainty 
refreshments were served by the hostess, 
assisted by her sister. The guest of honor 
was presented with a farewell gift. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to 
Evelyn Riggs who lost her mother re- 
cently. 

D. L. W. had a party the other day, 
and he invited, many of his numerous 
friends. Well, J. A. W. was there and 
all the rest of the gang, too. It was a 
memorable day, the christening of his hap- 
py home way up on “High and Dry” Jef- 
ferson street. Dame Nature performed 
the ceremony with copious quantities of 
“aqua pura” diluted somewhat with cans, 
every one of them tin, bird cages and 
trunks. Fortunately the grounds of the 
yard were terraced to such an extent that 
the cellar was left unharmed. The chris- 
tening was a complete success although 
most of the “presents” left on the grounds 
had to be hauled to the city dump after 
the flood subsided. 


ELECTRICAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE 


Mr. Harvey Nesbit, of the Electrical 
Department expects to be in his new home 
before long. According to the size of his 
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cellar we expect our 
Party to be a success. 

Charlie Lightner says the Office Cat 
is going to be decapitated if he insists on 
making his home in the Arc Tubs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. Thompson are 
receiving congratulations upon the arrival 
of a daughter in their home. 

Walter McDougall, Superintendent of 
the Canyon Power House, who was severe- 
ly burned, left the hospital Sunday, and 
has resumed his duties again. 

Oliver St. Mary, has been ill for the 
last week, with an attack of the flu. 


House Warming 


MERCED 
E. V. Woon, Reporter 


On April 11, the regular business meet- 
ing and social of the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Club of Merced District was 
held in Masonic Temple. With the ex- 
ception of the line gangs that are working 
in the hills too far away to be present, 
we had almost a 100% attendance. We 
will extend a rising vote of thanks to our 
entertainment committee for the splendid 
entertainment furnished after the meeting. 
Miss Guerard favored us with a number 
of vocal solos, accompanied by Mrs. Brans- 
ford at the piano. Dancing and card 
playing was enjoyed till 12 o’clock, after 
which refreshments were served. 

Merced District has had several promi- 
nent visitors in the last month. D. D. 
Smalley, Superintendent of Midland Coun- 
ties Public Service Corporation, was a 
guest at our meeting. Jack Carter of 
Fresno Power Sales Department was also 
a visitor in the Merced District for three 
days, working on agricultural power sales. 

On April 17, a meeting of the Merced 
San Joaquin Power Club was called when 
Frank A. Easton, Stock Sales Manager 
from Fresno, addressed the members of 
the club in regard to stock sales. There 
has been quite a little enthusiasm created 
over the sale of stock in this district, and 
we feel that we will be able to put our 
quota over in record time. 

The evening of April 19, a committee of 
the Merced District met with the com- 
mittee of Los Banos and Madera for the 
purpose of forming plans for a tri-district 
picnic to be held on the Chowchilla River 
Sunday, April 29th. 

G. H. Bransford, our District Foreman, 
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was in El Portal, Saturday, working on 
an estimate for an extension of our lines 
to that point. 

Wm. A. Gallemore, our General Store- 
keeper has just traded his bicycle in on 
a Ford. 

Jas. W. Archibald, Chairman of our 
Power Club was absent at the last meet- 
ing, but we understand that he will sure 
be present next time for the entertainment 
committee has got a hula dancer on the 
program. 

Scott Hughes, superintendent of the gas 
plant of Merced, gave us a very interesting 
talk at our last meeting on the Chamber 
of Commerce trip to the Southern part 
of the state. 

On April 12, E. A. Quinn, H. K. Fox 
and Emil Newman accompanied by Raleigh 
Casad, made a trip to the Mountain King 
power house, inspecting the powerhouse 
and flume; also the new substations that 
are being built at Merced, Merced Falls, 
and Kittridge. These substations will in- 
crease the voltage of the Merced Falls line 
to 30,000 volts. 

On Wednesday evening, April 18, Miss 
Branco, Clerk in the Consumer’s Depart- 
ment, and Mrs. Gaiser, formerly employed 
by San Joaquin Power, were joint hos- 
tesses at a shower given in honor of Miss 
Lola Clarke, head of the job and estimate 
department, who is to be married early in 
May. 

From the number of diamond rings that 
are being displayed by the girls in this of- 
fice, these showers promise to be more fre- 
quent in the future. 


DINUBA 
CATHERINE BEAM, Reporter 

Wilson Swan, who met with a serious 
accident February 23, which made neces- 
sary the amputation of his left leg above 
the knee, was able to call on the office re- 
cently. At first we were inclined to feel 
sorry for Wilson, and it was with saddened 
hearts and dimmed eyes that we were able 
to meet him. But when we saw with what 
cheerfulness this lad met this terrible ad- 
versity, with what courageous eyes and 
brave heart he faces the future, our pity 
turned to admiration. There truly is a 
sermon to most of us in the wonderful ex- 
ample this boy has placed before us. Hats 
off to Wilson Swan. 

Miss Mildred Harshman was the re- 
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cipient of a birthday surprise box on her 
birthday of this month. To say Mildred 
was surprised expresses it mildly. The box 
was made up of varied and wonderful 
assortment of gifts from a rubber dollie to 
a wrist watch that wouldn’t run. Ray 
Jarnagin made the presentation speech 
which was quite the hit of the hour. 

District Manager H. G. Redfern, has 
been travelling around on crutches the last 
week on account of a sprained ankle sus- 
tained at a baseball game played by the 
Lions Club and the Rotarians of this city. 
Mr. Redfern was playing on the Lions 
Team. 

The Power Company has entered a team 
in the City of Dinuba Twilight Baseball 
league of which we are truly proud. The 
first game of the season with the Japanese 
Association resulted in four to four tie. 
We have some good men on our team 
and before the season is over Dinuba hopes 
to prove to the other districts that she 
is in the game. 

Mrs. Dorothy Kennedy, ledger and 
transformer clerk, has resigned her posi- 
tion with this company. It is with keen 
regret we see Mrs. Kennedy go. The po- 
sition has been filled by advancing Miss 
Ione Carmichael from stenographic work 
to this vacancy, Miss Blanche Hainline ac- 
cepting the position of stenographer. 

Miss Vera Powers has accepted a po- 
sition as temporary clerk with the com- 
pany. 

Chet Adams and Ray Jarnagin rode in 
one of Dinuba’s pretty pink floats Raisin 
Day. Really they were cute, weren’t they, 
me little black bow ties and little straw 

ats. 


MADERA 
BERTHA Woon, Reporter 

A. W. Zimmerman, of the Dairyland 
Sub, and J. C. Appling of the new Madera 
Sub, are to be congratulated on the ap- 
pearance of their station yards. Both are 
rare beauty spots, rich in practically every 
known variety of fruit, vegetables and 
flowers, very artistically arranged. Mr. 
Zimmerman is also quite a chicken fancier, 
boasting a very beautiful flock of pure 


bred Cuban Games. 


BASEBALL 


Everything is in readiness for the Twi- 
light League struggle. Each manager has 
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forwarded his deposit money as a guar- 
antee that his team will finish the season 
and they are also at work signing up their 
ball players. No player belongs to any 
particular team, and the manager who 
gets the signature of a player on his list, 
claims that man and he will belong to that 
manager until the end of the season. But 
players can be transferred through trade or 
release. No team can carry more than 
15 players, games are to start at 6:15 and 
5 innings must be played to constitute a 
game. 

Twilight baseball seems to have gotten 
a foothold on all the Valley towns and 
within a short time many good ball play- 
ers will be developed. 

The local power company team captain 
and manager are scouting for more play- 
ers to complete the list of 15 and to date 
the following will don the uniforms of the 
Madera San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation Team: 

Scott, Hosler, Stevens, Footman, Wood, 
DeChaine, Harris, Crow, Cook, High. 

A. N. Jacobs is now with us auditing 
the books in the Local Office. 

We don’t know whether you will swal- 
low this one or not, but Earl McCrory 
pulls this one and vouches that it is true: 
One day an old Swede was doing some 
work on the top floor of his tank house. 
From some unknown source a fire started 
at the bottom of the tank house and the 
fire had eaten away the stairs before the 
old man discovered it. This left no way 
for him to get down unless he jumped 
off. His cries were heard by neighbors 
who quickly came to his rescue. One of 
them managed to throw a rope up to him 
and the excited fellow could hardly wait 
to get his hands on the rope and not wait- 
ing to fasten it to something firm, he took 
hold of the end and jumped. 


SANTA MARIA 
CATHERINE Topp, Reporter 

At a meeting of the Santa Maria Dis- 
trict employees, held March 12, a com- 
pany baseball team was organized, and V. 
F. Alexander elected captain. The boys 
have been practicing regularly during the 
past two weeks, and issue a challenge to 
any company team on the system. 

Sam Collins, who was meter 
and collector, 
March 17. 


reader 
resigned his position on 
Collins has-been with the 
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Company for the past two years, and we 
all regret his leaving. H. F. Evans, for- 
mer storekeeper, was made meter reader 
and collector. 

Paul Sword has accepted the position 
of stockman at the Santa Maria Substation. 
This position was formerly held by A. V. 
Tomasini who has been transferred to the 
office as storekeeper. 

A. E. Ford, chief clerk, ill with the flu 
for several days during the month, is now 
back on the job. 

V. F. Alexander.was called to Idaho 
for a week during March because of the 
serious illness of his mother. Guy Dumble 
was with us to help out during Alex’s ab- 
sence. 

A. M. Frost visited us for a few days, 
and while here, spoke at an employees’ 
meeting held on March 26, on the “Sale 
of Kilowatt Hours.” We all enjoyed his 
talk very much and are eagerly awaiting 
another visit from him. 

Santa Maria District subscribed all em- 
ployees 100% at the first meeting held 
for the sale of San Joaquin Stock. 


LOS BANOS 
Eva C. JENSEN, Reporter 
„E. R. Banks was through Los Banos 
the first part of March. 
J. B. Carter, of the Sales Department, 


visited us during the month. 
Dr. C. E. Mordoff spent a few hours 


_with us the first part of March. A meet- 


ing was called and he gave the construc- 
tion department a number of pointers on 
first aid treatment. 

Plans are being perfected for a tri-dis- 
trict picnic to be held sometime in April. 
Committees from Madera, Merced and 
Los Banos are working on the details, and 
we are all looking forward to having a 
glorious time. 


POWER HOUSE NO. 1 
ALFRED A. HIGDON, Reporter 


Al Moore, who underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis is out of the hospital 
and feeling fine. 

A farewell party was given March 10 
by Power House No. 1 to the Warrens of 
Power House No. 3, who are leaving for 
other interests. Seven machine loads came 
over from Kerckhoff which was a pleasant 
surprise, as the more the merrier. After 
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a dinner at 12:00 o'clock dancing con- 
tinued until 3:00 a. m. 

A Social Club has been organized at 
No. 1 to hold parties every two weeks, 
alternating with Kerckhoff Power House. 
Under this arrangement there will be some- 
thing doing every week. 
` A big party was given Saturday even- 
ing, April 14 at which seventy guests from 
Kerckhoff, North Fork, No. 2, No. 3, and 
Fresno were present. Motion pictures 
were shown by the publicity department, 
a luncheon of sandwiches, cake and coffee 
was served, and dancing enjoyed until 2:30 
a. m. The need of a larger and more 
convenient club house was evident as the 
seventy guests crowded the little meeting 
place to overflowing. 

The weather at No. 1 is ideal at this 
time of year. The hills are covered with 
wild lilac, buckhorn, redbud, lupin and 
other flowers which bedeck the landscape 
in a riot of color. The trip to No. 1 is 
well worth while. The road from Fresno 
is through Clovis and by way of Auberry. 
From Abuerry to No. 1 is a stretch of road 
that requires good brakes and the hand of 
an experienced mountain driver, but it is 
not so steep but that any machine can make 
it. The return trip may be made by way 
of No. 2 Power House, North Fork, 
O’Neals, and Friant, making a delightful 
day’s trip of about 110 miles. Take your 
lunch and start early. 

Alfred A. Higdon has received his radio 
license operating under call 6CIJ. Has 
anyone in our happy family a transmitter ? 
Higdon would like to get in touch with 
them, also radio fans who read the code. 
Listen for 6CIJ on 200 meters, using 10 
watts, radiating about 1:5 amps. 


A complete cleaning up of No. 1 Power 
House is being effected by closing down 
one day and running the next, the load 
being carried by other plants on the system 
on alternate days. No. 3 and No. 2 are 
being rebuilt into one-man automatic 
plants, while No. 3 ditch is being made 
larger. 

The crane Valley District Power Club 
will give a picnic May 13 at Power House 
No. 1. The invitation, which is extended 
to everyone in the system, reads “bring 
your hiking clothes, your lunch basket, and 
your best girl. Come early and stay late.” 
The program includes tug-of-war, races, 
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baseball, boating, swimming, fishing, hik- 
ing and a general good time. 

Billy Beem has been very busy planting 
weeping willows along the shore. Ye fish- 
ermen who like the shade will have plenty. 

Salmon are beginning to run and it will 
not be long before they are up to Kerck- 
hoff Dam. Then the fun starts. 


BUTTONWILLOW STEAM PLANT 

The camp boasts of four radio outfits, 
the property of Wm. Fellows, R. O. Yates, 
W. B. Stein, and Kirkpatrick, Heinback 
and Heinie are the joint possessors of one 
established in the men’s dormitory where 
Sunday afternoon concerts are an attrac- 
tion. Any husbands missing are usually 
to be found listening in. 

While Charles Howell and wife, who 
have moved to Fresno, will be greatly 
missed, the arrival of Frank Viller and 
wife from Power House No. 1 will help 
to fill the vacant space. 

The new club house is about completed, 
and now for some jolly good times before 
the thermometer hits the ceiling. 


TULE RIVER POWER HOUSE 

We regret to report that Henry Thomp- 
son has left Tule River for Torrance. He 
has been here almost a year and in that 
time has made many friends. 

Lawrence Hall, of Hanford, spent three 
days with his uncle, J. L. Hoover. 

D. L. Wishon made a hurried business 
trip to the camp on the 20th, leaving early 
on the 21st. 

S. L. Birkhead made a trip to Tulare 
on the 17th taking with him his grand- 
daughter, Fay Elizabeth Batten, who at- 
tends school there. He brought his little 
grandson, Junior Ragan back with him to 
spend the summer. 

Aurie Hahne, former operator at Tule, 
now operating at Fresno Sub, came up to 
spend his four days vacation. 

Superintendent F. R. McGeorge and 
family made a hurried business trip to 
Bakersfield on the 10th. 

Operator C. J. Olsen left for Long 
Beach on his seven day’s vacation. We 
envy him his trip during this warm weath- 
er. 
At a ten minute meeting on March 1 Ith, 
Superintendent McGeorge took five min- 
utes to explain the stock purchasing plan 
to the employees. The other five minutes 
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were given to the writing of signatures for 
shares by 100% of us. We will be able 
to report in the April issue our quota of 
100% sales to employees and public alike. 

The water is pretty low in the river 
and from all indications will remain so. 
The earlier the fishermen take advantage 
of the open season the better luck they 
will have. 

Miss Alice Roberts gave a house party 
at the Porterville Club during Institute 
week. 

Mrs. F. R. McGeorge entertained the 
social club this month. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. DePue, Miss Rena 
Scott, and Mr. H. H. Rogers of Kerck- 
hoff were visitors at Tule during the 
month. 

Chief Operator L. L. Miller, also of 
Kerckhoff spent a day with us. 


A master switch near the bedside by 
means of which every light in the house 
may be turned on is one of the best bur- 
glar alarms ever devised. It will save the 
family many a heart-throb when they hear 
a sound downstairs. 


Don’t leave the electric iron connected 
to the circuit and go to use the telephone, 
visit the neighbors, or call at the grocer’s. 
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BETTERAVIA PLANT HOLDS UP 
ITS END, SAYS McELLIGOTT 

Bill McElligott, chief engineer at the 
Betteravia Steam Plant, sends a snap shot 
of the plant that we are glad to print. 
Along with the picture is a letter that is 
characteristic of Bill. He says in part, “We 
have not seen anything in the magazine ` 
about Betteravia Steam Plant for some 
time. We wish to say that we are still 
drawing our pay every month, and think 
the dispatcher knows that we are on the 
job at this end of the line from the way 
we have to talk to get off to do necessary 
repairs. We are growing so fast over here 
on the coast that we all have to hold to- 
gether to keep up power for this end of 
the system.” 

A new line from McKittrick to Santa 
Maria will soon be in operation to serve 
the Coast when much of the strain keeping 
his plant going will be taken off Bill’s 
shoulders. In this connection he says, “We 
are all expecting the new line in before 
long which will put us on easy street for 
a while, but watch us grow this year.” 


Most women don’t know how easily 
clothing closets and cupboards can be 


wired for the light that automatically 
turns on when the door is opened. . 


Betteravia Steam Plant nestles under a hill in a beautiful setting nine miles west of Santa Maria. 


Go. gle 


With the District Managers 


Business Conditions Continue Good, as Shown by Reports of Constant 
Growth of San Joaquin Power. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 

PauL B. Witson, District Manager 

J. E. Barrett, Assistant 

While the weather conditions during 
March gave small hope for a prosperous 
year for the grain farmer, and foreshad- 
owed a dry year, the phenomenal April 
rains did much to offset the dry March 
and now every indication points to an ex- 
cellent crop year in almost every prod- 
uct of the soil. 

Business conditions during the month 
of March were very good despite the dis- 
couragement of cattle and grain men. The 
early spring pumping load was earlier than 
usual this year, partly because of the dry 
month of March and partly because many 
new advocates of winter and early spring 
irrigation are practicing this profitable ad- 
junct to better crops. The wise farmers 
continued to irrigate in the rain, soaking 
the soil for the hot summer months when 
all that the best irrigation plant can do is 
keep even with the tremendous evaporation 
that takes place. 

On account of the stock sales campaign 
coming to a halt temporarily, before we 
could get set up for the start, we are not 
able to report much action at this time, 
although a number of new stock holders 
were lined up. A total of twenty-four 
new subscribers were added during the 
campaign, purchasing 43 shares of stock. 

During the month of March eight agri- 
cultural power installations were connect- 
ed to the lines, requiring 65 horsepower. 
A total of 23 cooking, heating and light- 
ing installations were connected requiring 
164 kilowatts to serve, or the equivalent 
of 218 horsepower. The power load in- 
creased 677 horsepower during the month 
by the addition of 39 consumers using 
motors in sizes varying from one-third to 
140 horsepower. In addition to the pow- 
er and cooking installations, there were 
added 309 lighting consumers to the lines 
during the month of March. 


Make it unnecessary to carry matches 
or candles to the attic—by installing elec- 
tric lights there. 
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DINUBA DISTRICT 
Hazen G. REDEERN, District Manager 

The month of March was above the 
average in new business connected and fu- 
ture business signed up. During the month 
three gas stoves were replaced with elec- 
tric stoves in suburban territory and one 
individual lighting plant ‘with power ser- 
vice. 

A total of 55 lighting consumers and 19 
combination heating, cooking and lighting 
consumers using 991; kilowatts, were con- 
nected during the month. Also fourteen 
power consumers were added to the lines 
using a total of 110 horsepower. 

An interesting installation made during 
March is the fish stop at Wahtoke Lake 
where an electrical device is installed to 
prevent fish coming into the ditches from 
the river. 

A screen is not practical as the meshes 
are soon clogged with leaves and debris, 
obstructing the ditch. The electrical fish 
stop permits trash to pass through but 
shocks the fish slightly as they enter the 
charged zone causing them to swim back 
up the stream away from the stop. 

During the month of April extensions 
were expected to be made in the Sultana 
district, Navelencia, Woodlake, West of 
Dinuba, Southwest of Dinuba, a new ad- 
dition in Reedley serving eighteen new 
lighting consumers, and a short extension 
north of Orosi. A tract of 100 acres of 
vineyard adjoining Dinuba on the west 
is expected to be subdivided in the near 
future which will greatly increase the de- 
mand for power and lights in this sec- 
tion. 


MADERA DISTRICT 

F. V. BOLLER, District Manager 
Twenty-nine electrically driven, agricul- 
tural pumping plants, totaling 308 horse- 
power, have been installed in the Madera 

District during the month of. April. 
Twenty-five horsepower pumping plants 
were installed for B. C. Soule and E. F. 
Loescher of Madera, while a 20 horse- 
power plant was set up for B. A. Wick- 
strom, of Madera. The largest installa- 
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tion of the month was one of 30 horse- 
power, made for Clement and Tsarness of 
Madera. 

Fifteen horsepower plants were installed 
for S. Romeri of Fairmead, the United 
States Farm Land Company of Chowchilla, 
Marishige and Wrightson of Madera, A. 
Sinner, E. S. and Mary Abbott of Chow- 
chilla and Sheppard and Boust of Madera. 

Ten horsepower plants were set up for 
Jack Deis of Madera, Kunishige and Nara- 
hara of Madera, the United States Farm 
Land Company of Chowchilla, the Devaux 
Vineyard Company of Madera and M. J. 
Schoonderwood of Madera. 

George Mordecai and J. R. Wetter of 
Madera and R. H. Lewis of Fairmead 
were connected up for seven and one-half 
horsepower pumping plants, while Gong 
Wah and S. Brown of Madera, Reaves 
Brothers and F. A. Briner of Chowchilla 
and L. McKean of Chowchilla were con- 
nected up for five horsepower plants. 

A three horsepower plant was connect- 
ed up for S. R. Deal of Chowchilla while 
M. H. English and Frank L. Hall of 
Chowchilla and B. Blanchard of Madera 
were connected up for two and one-half 
horsepower motors. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 
Tuos. Hancock, District Manager 
Considerable activity is going on in the 

Los Banos District in the installation of 
cooking and heating equipment. 

An 8 KW Westinghouse range and a 
3 KW water heater were installed for F. 
B. Marks, and an 8 KW range for Mrs. 
C. Foreman in the town of Dos Palos. 

We also served a 5 KW range for Jacob 
Jensen and a 7 KW range for Pete Miller 
North of Gustine. 

Electric ranges and water heaters were 
installed for Joe Cardoza, C. A. Morgan 
and Mrs. D. W. Wallis in the City of 
Los Banos. A 3 KW water heater was 
also served for C. Sarli in Gustine. 

This makes a total of 51 KW connected 
in ranges and water heaters during the 
month of March. This particular class 
of business is very popular at present, and 
we hope within the next month to be able 
to serve as many more new consumers. 

The only power installation that we 
were able to connect to our lines was a 
5 HP motor in the City of Gustine for 
industrial purposes. However, we see very 
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rosy prospects of being able to add con- 
siderable in both our industrial and agri- 
cultural loads during the next month or 
two. 

Considerable acreage has been put out 
to fruit and nut trees on the west side of 
the district, and we are looking forward 
to receiving applications for service to sev- 
eral pumping plants. 


MERCED DISTRICT 
R. Casap, District Manager 
The outlook for new business in the 
Merced District is very promising. At 
present we have six construction crews 
working full time, and have work lined 
up for at least three months, totaling nine- 
ty-seven jobs and estimates. The amount 
of business signed during the month of 
March amounted to 1632 H. P. In addi- 
tion to this there were eight electric ranges 
and six water heaters amounting to 
K. W. The Gas Department reports elev- 
en new consumers connected, sixteen jobs 
waiting construction, and twenty-eight 
new houses just being built. 


SANTA MARIA DISTRICT 

A. D. CHURCH, District Manager 

Considerable attention is being directed 
in the Santa Maria Valley toward exten- 
sive agricultural development, subdivision 
of lands and diversified farming, accord- 
ing to A. D. Church, Santa Maria district 
manager for the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation. 

Prior to 1920, there were eight elec- 
trically driven pumping plants in the Santa 
Maria district, using 400 horsepower, irri- 
gating 1000 acres. In 1920, three plants, 
using 210 horsepower and irrigating 650 
acres were added, and in 1921, a further 
increase of 300 horsepower, used by five 
plants irrigating 550 acres was .made. 
During 1922, 16 plants using 600 horse- 
power and irrigating 1500 acres were add- 
ed, while to date in 1923, 23 plants, using 
880 horsepower and irrigating 3000 acres 
have been connected. 

During April two 15-30 horsepower oil- 
well motors were connected up for oil 
companies in the Santa Maria district. 
One of these was installed for the Brooks 
oil company, and one for the Rice Ranch 
Oil Company. 

The Santa Maria Water Department 
installed a new 30 horsepower pumping 
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plant motor to be used in pumping domes- 
tic water for the homes in Santa Maria. 
The city is also constructing a 400,000 
gallon reservoir which will have a 35 horse- 
power motor to elevate water to a 210,000 
gallon pressure tank. 


COALINGA DISTRICT 
W. E. Wirttincton, District Manager 


On account of the heavy production of 
oil in the Southern California fields, the 
Coalinga production is almost at a stand- 
still. The report that the increasing de- 
mand for fuel oil in navigation and along 
the Atlantic seaboard has made necessary 
a large fleet of oil tankers is encouraging 
and an improvement in the fuel oil situa- 
tion is looked for at an early date. 

The most interest to be shown in any 
oil development in the Coalinga fields in 
many months is evidenced in the Jacalitos 
district southeast of Coalinga. The Snow- 
lene Oil Company, a new oil concern head- 
ed by Dr. Ralph Arnold, well known oil 
fields geologist, has spotted a well on the 
Jacalitos incline, and it is said that drill- 
ing operations will begin at once. The 
Snowlene is now drilling its first well at 
Huntington Beach and has other proven 
oil territory in the Midway oil field, Santa 
Fe Springs, Taft, Lost Hills and extensive 
acreage in the Coalinga fields. 

The Jacalitos district was explored some 
twelve years ago but mechanical difficul- 
ties and a failure to shut off the water 
caused the abandonment of encouraging 
prospects. The new concern has some 
of the most experienced men in the oil 
business behind it and a thorough test of 
the new field is assured. 


The little red light signal in the special 
connection for the flatiron to warn when 
the current is on, is a new convenience that 
is welcomed by the busy housewife. And, 
by the way, why not have an ironing out- 
let in the kitchen and the sewing room, as 
well as in the laundry? 


A bracket light three or four feet from 
the floor, alongside the refrigerator makes 
it possible to thoroughly light the food 
compartments. This lamp should have 
a light wire guard for protection. 
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J. M. BUSWELL ATTENDS 
ENGINEERS’ CONVENTION 


General Inspector J. M. Buswell left 
Fresno April 27 for Norfolk, Va., where 
he will attend the annual convention of 
the American Association of Engineers, 
May 7 to 10. He expects to return 
June 5. 

He will stop off at Phoenix, Arix., and 
travel by stage over the Apache Trail to 
the Roosevelt Dam. He will also stop at 
New Orleans where he will spend two days 
visiting friends and attending the Foreign 
Trades Conference held under the auspices 
of the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce. Another stop will be made at At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Mr. Buswell will visit many manufac- 
turing plants where equipment or materials 
are being made that enter into San Joa- 
quin Power construction and he will also 
visit the larger eastern power companies. 

Mr. Buswell is secretary-treasurer of 
the Fresno Chapter of the Association and 
attends the Norfolk Convention as one of 
four California delegates representing the 
professional engineers, civil engineers, me- 
chanical engineers, chemical engineers, min- 


ing engineers and electrical engineers of 


Fresno. 


FRESNO POWER CLUB TO 
HOLD BARBECUE SOON 


The April and May meetings of the 
Fresno San Joaquin Power Club was held 
May 1, in the Commercial Club rooms, 
with an attendance of ‘about 75. The 
election of a treasurer occupied the at- 
tention of the meeting following the resig- 
nation of W. D. Whelan, who has capably 
filled the position since the organization of 
the club. Miss Mamie Harrison was elect- 
ed to the office of treasurer at a salary of 
$20 per month. 

A barbecue will be held at Wards Oak 
Park on the banks of the Kings River 
May 19, according to the committee having 
arrangements in charge. As the barbecue 
last year was very successful, the arrange- 
ments will be left in the hands of L. L. 
Ellis, who headed the committee last year. 
The mutual benefit section of the San Joa- 
quin Power Club plans to extend the priv- 
ileges of the association to the entire or- 
ganization. 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of December 31st, 1922 


1,746 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 
12,668 bondholders and stockholders. 
34,945 square miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central California served—Mariposa, 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with 
a population of 350,000. 
60,370 gas, water and electric consumers. 
110,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
182,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 


451,390,040 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending December 31st, 1922. 
624,187,500 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in 
12 months ending December 31st, 1922, in 3 cities. 
5,500 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
165 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
27 miles of main used in distribution of water in two 
cities. 
; 2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 
16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
electricity. 
2,112,588,500 cubic feet of natural gas and 1,419 barrels of oil 


used in generating electricity during 12 months 
ending December 31st, 1922. 


56,926 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
a Joaquin Power, irrigating 341,556 acres of 
land. 


4A,985 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 


19,113 horsepower of oil well motors operated by San 
Joaquin Power. 


2,109 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 


210,881 horsepower total connected load. 
$2,157,880.82 wages paid employees in 1922. 
$513,731.89 taxes paid in 1922. 
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